
ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC FIRST SCOOL (ACADEMY), BROMSGROVE 

Design and Technology POLICY 

LOVE GOD AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

CSPP Virtues – grateful, generous, attentive, discerning, hopeful, eloquent, learned, wise, curious, 

grateful, intentional, active and truthful 

Our Mission 
St. Peter’s is a Catholic School where there is evidence of the risen Lord through the quality of 

relations, at all levels, which are Christ centered. We are committed to the development of the whole 

child to his/her fullest potential. We strive to work with parents to meet the individual needs of every 

child spiritually, intellectually and socially, in their growth towards becoming independent and 

responsible members of our school community and society. Our school is a place where children learn 

to live as Christ taught us. Our school motto is at the center of our teaching and our daily life- Love 

God and Love One Another. 

 
Aims 
At St. Peter’s Catholic First School we are committed to the development of the whole child to their 

full potential. Through Design and Technology all pupils will be given the opportunity to: 

 develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks 

confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world 

 build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and 

make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users 

 critique, evaluate and test their own ideas and products as well as the work of others 

 understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook some foods 

 develop a love for Design and Technology and the opportunities made available to them.  

 

Objectives 

Pupils will be provided with the opportunity to: 

 demonstrate interest and motivation in designing and making 

 show awareness of a variety of materials, tools and equipment 

 safely administer relevant skills to produce quality products 

 creatively apply their skills and knowledge when designing and making 

 explain and communicate their ideas 

 plan and work in a group and individually 

 evaluate their designing and making to incorporate appropriate changes 

 display knowledge that Design and Technology may have an effect upon humans and the 

environment. 

 

Pupils will be taught how to plan, design, make and evaluate products that are made out of a range of 

materials. They will experience materials and components, mechanisms and structures. They will 

understand how things are put together, how to work safely and will aim for quality. 

 

Early Years 
We encourage the development of skills, knowledge and understanding that help reception children 

make sense of their world as an integral part of the school’s work. We relate the development of the 

children’s knowledge and understanding of the world to the objectives set out in the Development 

Matters. These early experiences include asking questions about how things work, investigating and 



using a variety of construction kits, materials, tools and products, developing making skills and 

handling appropriate tools and construction material safely and with increasing control. These 

activities, indoors and outdoors, attract the children’s interest and curiosity. 

Key Stage One 
During KS1 pupils should carry out a variety of creative and practical activities in order to design and 
make a product. They should work in a range of relevant contexts e.g. home, school and playgrounds.  
They will be expected to evaluate existing products and their own ideas.  They should also be taught 
the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet as well as understand where food comes from. 
 
Lower Key Stage Two 
During KS2 children should also carry out a variety of creative and practical activities in order to design 

and make a product.  They will be expected to evaluate existing products and their own ideas as well 

as identifying key individuals who have helped shape the world through Design and Technology. 

Children should continue to understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet. They 

should prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes and gain a deeper understanding 

of how a variety of ingredients are grown. 

 
Equal Opportunities 
Regardless of gender, ethnic origin or ability, we specifically aim to ensure that all pupils: 

 develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks 
confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world 

 build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and 
make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users 

 critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others 

 understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook 

 Refer to Equal Opportunities Policy for further details. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
Pupils with Special Educational Needs may need extra support through: 

 demonstration of techniques with pupils standing behind and to the side of the teacher 

 provision of ambidextrous scissors 

 materials pre-marked for cutting 

 assistance with planning procedural activities and making decisions when involved in the 

design processes 

 displaying diagrams illustrating mechanisms and joint techniques 

 the use of memory prompts, such as symbols to communicate processes 

 peer support-mixed ability groups 

 adult helpers to support individual pupils while undertaking a difficult or risk activity 

 Refer to SEND policy for further support. 
 

Teaching and Learning Styles 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in design and technology lessons. Teachers ensure 

that the children apply their knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning and 

making products and then evaluating them. We do this through a mixture of whole class teaching and 

individual/group activities. All ideas will be treated with respect. Children critically evaluate their own 

work and that of others. They have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, 

including ICT.  

 
 
 



Planning 
Long Term Planning 
The National Curriculum Programme of study and the curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage 
form the basis of long term planning.  Teachers refer to their year group planning which relates to the 
National Curriculum level descriptors. Opportunities will also be available to liaise with MAC to ensure 
progression in teaching and attainment. 
 
Medium Term Planning 
Using the objectives from the National Curriculum, teachers identify the learning objectives for each 
unit of work, matching possible teaching activities with learning outcomes and ensuring essential key 
objectives are covered at least once a year. 
 
Short Term Planning 
This is done on a weekly basis referring to medium term plans. 
 
Differentiation 
We teach design and technology to all pupils, whatever their ability. We provide learning opportunities 

that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and 

responding to each child’s different needs.  

Assessment and Recording 
The learning outcomes in each unit show how children might demonstrate what they have learnt. 
Pupils should be involved in actively evaluating their work and thinking about possible improvements. 
Teachers will make assessments about individual children’s development on Classroom Monitor. 
 

Assessment opportunities include: 

 listening to pupils presenting ideas and evaluation reports 

 writing or drawing of designs 

 observation of activities and skills 

 evidence in pupil’s ongoing recording of activity 

 assessment of the final product of the techniques used. 
 
Reporting 
Academy Representatives are informed of Design and Technology priorities through the subject 
action plan. They are also informed of progress and standards within the subject throughout the 
course of the year. This will be in the form of a written document outlining the actions to date, impact 
of actions and any next steps or future actions. Parents are informed of their child’s progress and 
achievement in Design and Technology within the end of year school report. 
 
Health and Safety  
Risk assessments for specific tools should be referred to during the planning and use of equipment. 

These will be found in the risk assessment file on the staff shared area of the network.  

Resourcing 
Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching and learning of this subject across 

the school. These are kept in the Art cupboard, the DT cupboard and in the staff room. There may also 

be the opportunity to share resources through the MAC.  

Monitoring and Evaluation 
The Design and Technology subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of children's 
work and the quality and breadth of teaching. The coordinator supports colleagues in the teaching of 
Design and Technology by informing them of current developments in the subject and by providing a 
strategic lead and direction for the subject in school. 
 



Role of Coordinator 
The subject leader is also responsible for evaluating strengths and weaknesses in the subject and 
identifying areas for improvement and development.  
 

This policy will be reviewed every three years. 
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