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Guidance 

Children and young people across the country have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19). Those from the most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be among those hardest hit. The aggregate impact of lost time in education will be substantial, and the scale of our 
response must match the scale of the challenge. 
 
Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis, providing each mainstream school with a total of £80 for each pupil in years reception through to 11. 
 
As the catch-up premium has been designed to mitigate the effects of the unique disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-19), the grant will only be available for the 
2020 to 2021 academic year. It will not be added to schools’ baselines in calculating future years’ funding allocations. 
 

Use of Funds EEF Recommendations 

Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch 
up for lost teaching over the previous months, in line with curriculum guidance. 

Schools have the flexibility to spend their funding in the best way for their cohort 
and circumstances. 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment 
Foundation (EEF) has published a coronavirus (COVID-19) support guide for 
schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all students. Schools 
should use this document to help them direct their additional funding in the most 
effective way. 
 
 

The EEF advises the following: 
 
Teaching and whole school strategies  

⮚ Supporting great teaching 

⮚ Pupil assessment and feedback  

⮚ Transition support 
 
Targeted approaches  

⮚ One to one and small group tuition  

⮚ Intervention programmes  

⮚ Extended school time 
Wider strategies  

⮚ Supporting parent and carers  

⮚ Access to technology  

⮚ Summer support 
 
 
 
 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1
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Summary information 

School St. Peter’s Catholic First School (Academy)  

Academic Year 2020-21 Total Catch-Up Premium £22,640  Number of pupils (currently on roll) 288 

Review Dates November 2020 / March 2021 /  

 
 

School Context  

• The number of children accessing FSM increased during lockdown. 

• Engagement with Home Learning March 2020 – July 2020 was varied. Paper packs provided to all families initially. Topic based family learning also provided 
following feedback from parents  

• Several families did not return in September 2020 due to parental anxiety / concerns. Overall Attendance: 96.2%, PP 90.2% 
 

• Further increase in applications for FSM or support with food parcels.  

• 5 families were identified as vulnerable in not returning to school. Overall Attendance: 95.9%, PP 89.3% 

• Engagement with Remote Learning Provision 5th January 2021 – 5th March 2021 increased. 43% engaged with home learning with a further 29% of pupils 
attending school Critical Worker / Vulnerable children provision. 28% of pupils did not engage.  

• Disengagement was higher with PP / SEND pupils. 

• Laptops were provided to families struggling with IT provision due to the increased need for siblings to also use IT devices. IT support was also provided via 
Classteachers and LourdesIT.  

• Paper learning resources provided to families who requested them and offered to those not engaging with online provision 

• Weekly work set using a mix of Oak National Academy lessons, Teacher recorded Powerpoints, Maths, Spellings, Phonics and Reading platforms used 

 
 

Identified impact of lockdown 

 
Maths 

Children lack confidence. Gap has widened due to some pupils having more support with Home Learning than others. Recall of basic skills has also been 
negatively impacted.  

 
Writing 

The younger children have missed the basics of sentence structure and punctuation. We identified a decline in the accuracy and formation of letters and 
the presentation of written work.  Other year groups have missed essential practising of writing skills and there is a lack of stamina. Responses to Remote 
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Learning Provision and Home learning Journey questionnaires identified that the vast majority struggled with Writing lessons at home and it was their least 
favourite subject. 

 
Reading 

The majority of children have maintained their standard of reading that they were achieving in March with some having improved. Very few children have 
regressed. Reading was more accessible for children and many parents were confident in supporting reading.  

 
Other 

There are significant gaps in knowledge across the curriculum as whole units of work have not been taught. This means that children are less able to access 
the pre-requisite knowledge when learning something new and less likely to make connections between concepts / themes.  Children have also missed out 
on the wider curriculum experiences. There has been a negative impact on children’s social skills due to a lack of interaction with peers and other adults.  
Some children have struggled to follow instructions and may now answer back where they wouldn’t have previously.  We have noticed a reduction in focus 
and attention/concentration spans are limited.  
Children are finding it difficult to get back into routines and the pace of school life. Levels of separation anxiety have increased. 

 

Planned expenditure - The headings below are grouped into the categories outlined in the Education Endowment Foundation’s coronavirus support guide for schools) 

i. Teaching and whole-school strategies 

Desired outcome Chosen approach and anticipated cost Impact (once reviewed) Staff 
lead 

Review 
date? 

Supporting great teaching: 
 
Staff are able to use O365 and other platforms to safely 
engage pupils in their remote learning. 
Children to be familiar with online platforms that will be 
used during a period of isolation.  

• Children to be introduced to Remote learning 
platforms, Oak Academy, Spelling Shed etc 

• Focus on daily phonics and maths skills to close gaps 

• Further O365 TEAMS training from LourdesIT to enable 
safe use of platform. 

• Purchase Big Cat Collins e-Reading books to support 
reading during 2nd National lockdown - £900 

• Purchase CGP books to further support remote learning 
provision for pupils after February half term - £750 

• Engagement with Remote 
Learning Provision 5th January 
2021 – 5th March 2021 
increased. 43% engaged with 
home learning with a further 
29% of pupils attending 
school Critical Worker / 
Vulnerable children provision. 
28% of pupils did not engage.  

CTs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NW 

March 
21 
 
May 21 
 
July 21 

Pupil assessment and feedback 
 
Teachers to have a very clear understanding of what 
gaps in learning remain and use this to inform 
assessments of learning. 

• In depth September Baseline assessment including 
dialogue between classteachers – cover costs  

• Pupil tracking & Pupil Progress meetings 

• Coaching Maths books Year 4 - £80 

• Further training on use of quizzes / Microsoft forms to 
assess children during their Remote Learning 

• Teachers can identify, articulate 
and match learning to pupil 
needs 

HT 
DH 
SENDco 
CT’s 

March 
21 
 
May 21 
 
July 21 
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• Additional SEND meetings  

Transition support:  
Children who are joining school from different settings 
or who are beginning their schooling at St. Peter’s have 
an opportunity to become familiar and confident with 
the setting before they arrive.   

 
To enable all children to re-integrate more smoothly 
 
 

• Recorded powerpoint provided highlighting changes 
and expectations 

• Provision of socially distanced tour of school with HT/ 
classteacher, photobooks provided to help re-integrate 
children who are struggling with anxiety 

• Staggered intake for Reception Pupils, including 1-1  
‘Meet & Greet’ session with Classteacher 

• Relaunch Captain Resilience. Continue through 2nd 
National Lockdown via TEAMS Live Assemblies and 
posting of certificates.  

• Use of Microsoft Forms to establish parental views 
during lockdown and prior to pupils return.  

• Microsoft Form:  

• Virtual meeting with Classteacher, Teacher / TA fact 
files provided to pupils 

 

3 families successfully re-engaged 
and attendance at school improved 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources shared with Parents and 
reference made by HT & CTs during 
assemblies, KIT calls and TEAMS 
sessions refocussed and re-engaged 
pupils with Remote Learning 
provision.  
Parents Voice: Remote Learning 
Provision: 94 responses 
Home Learning Journey: 93 responses 

HT 
SENDco 
CT’s 

March 
21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 21 
 
July 21 

Total budgeted cost £ 5,000 

 
 

ii. Targeted approaches 

Desired outcome Chosen action/approach Impact (once reviewed) Staff lead Review 
date? 

1-to-1 and small group tuition 
 
Identified children will have significantly increased rates of 
basic skills. They will be more confident in their learning 
and dips in attainment will be negated.  
 

Each year group to run a variety of interventions 

including: 

• Phonics 

• First Class at Number / Plus 1 – Maths 

• SNIP – spelling programme 

• Frequent Readers / Rapid Reading 

 CTs 
 
SENDCo 

March 21 
 
May 21 
 
July 21 

Intervention programmes • Time to Talk / ELSA - Social Skills  

• Jimbo fun - motor skills £550 

 SENDCo 
 

March 21 
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Appropriate interventions, supports those identified 
children in reinforcing their understanding of basic maths 
skills and application of number.  
 

• Precision Teaching training for TAs provided by 
Educational Psychologist 

• Emotional Wellbeing group 

• Chateez cards 

CTs  
May 21 
 
July 21 

Extended school time  
Identified children are able to access before / after-school 
bubble interventions. The attainment / attitude of 
identified children improves and effect of lockdown is 
becoming negated. Parents are supportive of the sessions 
and understand the identification process.  
 

Children who did not attend school during either 
National Lockdown will be offered additional learning 
provision to meet their needs as they were not 
children of Critical Workers or Vulnerable children. 
 

Tutoring costs 

 HT/DH 
 
 
CTs 

May 21 
 
July 21 

Total budgeted cost £12,000 

 
 
 

iii. Wider Strategies 

Desired outcome Chosen action/approach Impact (once reviewed) Staff lead Review 
date? 

Supporting parents and carers 
 
 

• Spelling Shed licence will be renewed to enable 
Teachers to set Spelling challenges and encourage 
children to practice spellings at home. 

• Paper work packs, stationary packs and laptops 
provided to enable children to continue to learn 
during periods of isolation.  

• Additional online learning resources will be 
purchased, such as Big Cat books to support 
children reading at home. 

• Maths Shed will be purchased so that children can 
practise Maths at home.  

£1500  

Parents voice Microsoft form: 
resources were appreciated, 
parents felt supported. Oak 
Academy well-received. Majority of 
pupils engaged.  

GP 
NW 
SR 

Feb 21 
 
Mar 21 
 
May 21 
 
July 21 



Catch-Up Premium Plan – St. Peter’s Catholic First School (Academy) 

Page | 6  
 

 

• Ensure Remote learning paper packs are printed / 
workbooks purchased (see above) and ready to 
distribute to children.  

Access to technology  
Teachers have laptops that are equipped with webcams 
and allow the teachers to access school-based resources 
from home. Teachers/TAs facilitate effective home-
learning with increased capacity to share resources and 
communicate learning to children.  
 
Children have access to devices during bubble closures 
and/or bubble intervention sessions. 

• Inform Parents of Remote Learning changes to the 
school Website 

• Classteachers and HT to speak to parents to ensure 
that pupils have access to a device 

 HT 
 
CTs 

March 21 
 
May 21 
 
July 21 

Total budgeted cost £ 5640 

 Overall budgeted cost £22,640 

 


