
ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC FIRST SCOOL (ACADEMY), BROMSGROVE 

GEOGRAPHY POLICY 

LOVE GOD AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

CSPP- Compassionate, Intentional, Discerning and Grateful 

Our Mission 
 
At St Peter’s Catholic First School we believe Geography is an essential subject to help prepare children 
for the world around them. Children are encouraged to learn about the world around them including 
both the physical and human geography of their own local area and also places from further afield.  
 
Aims 

 

Geography teaching offers opportunities to:  

  

- Stimulate pupils’ interest in their own surroundings and other localities, both in the United 

Kingdom and the rest of the world.  

- Give pupils the opportunities to make observations and to form opinions about their 

immediate environment and other localities.  

- Understand how physical features such as climate, rivers, and volcanoes affect the lifestyles 

of different peoples throughout the world  

- Foster pupils’ sense of wonder at the beauty of the world around them. 

- Develop an understanding of the relationship between people and the environment and 

how people’s actions affect the quality of the environment   

- Enhance the pupils’ sense of responsibility when caring for the Earth 

- Develop an awareness and appreciation of cultural and economic diversity  

- Acquire and develop skills necessary for conducting geographical enquiries. 

 

Objectives 

The Geography curriculum is designed to equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, 

resources and natural and human environments. Children also develop a deeper understanding of 

the Earth’s key physical and human processes. The curriculum is split into four main areas; locational 

knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography and geographical skills and fieldwork.  

Locational knowledge is the study of where places are and children are encouraged to find and 

describe where a variety of places are around the world. Place knowledge is the study of places 

which includes describing similarities and differences between locations around the world. Human 

and physical geography is the study of a variety of manmade and natural features and processes 

occurring on the planet.  

 
Geography Curriculum Offer  
During 2019-2020 a Geography Offer was created by all teaching staff to ensure that the approach 
to Geography was understood by all.   
The offer comprises of information regarding the intent and implementation of Geography in the St. 
Peter’s Curriculum.  
The intent is based upon the aims that we have, considering both the breadth (coverage) and depth 
(skills) of the National Curriculum along with the focus on the understanding and appropriate use of 
subject specific key vocabulary.  



The implementation focuses upon the way Geography is taught and assessed. It consists of any 
schemes or systems used to support the subject and unique decisions that have been made to suit 
the needs of the learners in our school.  Therefore, creating St. Peter’s curriculum. 
 
PROGRESSION OF SKILLS  
The progression of skills document for Geography  focuses mainly of the depth of learning and was 
created with the aid of Gareth Webb. It enables teaching staff to fully understand the skills required 
to be taught in their specific year group.  It also provides them with information regarding pre-
skills, so they are fully aware of what the learners prior experiences have been. Therefore, creating a 
starting point and learning to be built upon.  For Geography the skills are in the following areas: -  

• Geographical enquiry 

• Direction/location 

• Drawing maps 

• Representation 

• Using maps 

• Scale and distance 

• Perspective 

• Map knowledge  
 These skills are then assessed.  
 
Early Years 
In the Foundation Stage children are encouraged to develop a curiosity and basic understanding of 
the world around them. Geography is taught through the Understanding of the World strand in 
Development Matters (ELG 14). The EYFS Understanding the World strand gives children the 
opportunity to make sense of their physical world and their community through explorations, 
observations and finding out about people, places, technology and the environment.  
 
Key Stage One 
During KS1 children are taught to name and locate the seven continents and five oceans as well as 
naming, locating and identifying key characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. Children will be taught to understand the similarities and 
differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.  Children also identify seasonal 
and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. They also use basic geographical 
vocabulary relating to both human and physical geography. Children use a variety of maps, atlases, 
photographs both street and aerial to name and study locations. Children also use field work to find 
out more about their own location and have the opportunity to create their own maps to describe a 
variety of locations whilst also using simple compass directions to explain routes.      
 
Lower Key Stage Two 
During KS2 children are taught to locate the world’s countries and major cities, using maps to focus 
on the environmental regions and key human and physical features. Children are also taught to 
name and locate the UK’s cities and counties identifying physical and human features of these and 
describing how these have changed through time. Children also explore geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country, and a region within North or South America. Children are taught to 
understand key human and physical features in much more detail using fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record in their local area by sketching and making maps, plans, graphs and 
photographs to present findings. Children also have the opportunity to use and make their own 
Ordinance Survey maps focusing on what the symbols and key information mean.  
 
Equal Opportunities 



All children are entitled to equal access to the Geography curriculum. We aim to provide suitable 

learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background. See our Equal 

Opportunity Policy for more details.  

 
Special Educational Needs 
We strive to meet the needs of pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those 
with special gifts or talents, and those learning English as an additional language. Work and activities 
will be differentiated accordingly to ensure that children of all abilities are able to participate and 
achieve their full potential. Consideration will be given to language, resources and artefacts used.  
When planning visits, physical abilities are taken into account. Please refer to SEND Policy for details. 
 
Teaching and Learning Styles 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in Geography lessons and use cross curricular links 

when possible. We do this through a mixture of whole class teaching and individual/group activities. 

Children are encouraged to share ideas and often work with a Learning Partner to help develop ideas 

and aid discussion. Children use a wide range of maps, atlases and resources including ICT to support 

their learning. When the opportunity arises, outdoor learning is used to aid fieldwork.  

Planning 
Long Term Planning  
St. Peter’s Long Term Plan consists of every year group and the topic titles for the year.  It provides a 
brief statement or focus of how Geography will be taught through the topic.  However, some 
elements of Geography may have to be taught discreetly as they do not fit in with a topic.  
 
Medium Term Planning  
St. Peter’s Medium Term Plan was created during the curriculum review in 2019-2020 and each topic 
medium term plan provides information regarding the breadth and depth of Geography within it.   
 
Short Term Planning 
The specific skills and knowledge taught in each lesson are detailed in short term plans. These show 
the progression of learning through each unit of work or series of lessons. Short term plans also 
include links to other subjects, key questions and activities that are used within each lesson. 

 
Cross Curricular Links 
By teaching through a topic, many cross-curricular links are made between Geography and other 
subjects. Geography work is recorded in each year group's curriculum book and follow a sequence of 
learning based around the appropriate topic. Children also develop key language and reading skills 
when accessing the Geography curriculum as well as the use of graphs, positional language and 
directions from the Maths curriculum.    

 
Differentiation 
Geography is taught to all pupils, whatever their ability. We provide learning opportunities that 
enable all pupils to make progress. This is done by setting suitable learning challenges and 
responding to each child’s different needs. 
 
Environment 
Geography displays and working walls are used when appropriate and usually center around the 
classes topic at that time. Key words, photographs and resources are used to support the learning 
environment in the class to help develop and extend children’s geographical understanding. Maps 
are on display in each classroom and link to the objectives in each year group to provide the children 
with support to meet their objectives.      
 
Assessment and Recording 



The standard of the pupil’s work and rate of progress is measured through careful observation and 
marking of their work in line with the school Marking and Feedback policy. This will then inform 
future planning, any additional support needed for individuals, and longer term assessment 
judgements. Teachers will make assessments about each individual child’s progress and will use this 
to inform future planning. Subject co-ordinator will regularly check data regarding progress and 
attainment. 
Assessment is line with the school’s Assessment policy and should be read in conjunction with this 
policy. 
 
Reporting 
 Academy Representatives are informed of Geography priorities through the subject action plan. 
They are also informed of progress and standards within the subject throughout the course of the 
year. This will be in the form of a written document outlining the actions to date, impact of actions 
and any next steps or future actions.  
Parents are informed of their child’s progress and achievement in Geography within the end of year 
school report. 
 
Resourcing 
Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching and learning of Geography across 

the school. Each year group has access to appropriate atlases/maps and each class has their own 

resources related to topics being studied. 

Home School Links 
Children are given regular Home Learning tasks which relate to their current topic. When 
appropriate, Geography related tasks are set to give children the opportunity to learn at home with 
their parents. Parents are informed of the topics and skills children are covering through Curriculum 
Letters. The Geography page on the school website sets out the coverage of the Geography 
curriculum across the whole school.   
 
Liaison with other schools 
The school’s Geography coordinator regularly attends MAC meetings to liaise with other schools 
about the teaching and learning of Geography within school. We strive to create links between the 
schools and create opportunities for children to engage in activities involving other schools.  
 
Role of Coordinator 

• To develop and implement policies and practices for the subject which reflect the school’s 
commitment to high achievement, effective teaching and learning  

• To create a climate which enables other staff to develop and maintain positive attitudes 
towards Design and Technology and confidence in teaching it  

• To ensure curriculum coverage, continuity and progression in the subject for all learners   

• To audit training needs of staff and lead professional development for staff via staff 
meetings, research, etc    

• To monitor and evaluate the teaching of the subject in the school, use this analysis to 
identify effective practice and areas for improvement, and take action to improve further 
the quality of teaching;   

• To use data effectively to identify strengths and areas of future developments    

• To ensure that newly qualified teachers are appropriately supported  

• To ensure that the headteacher, SLT and Governors are well informed about subject policies, 
plans and priorities, the success in meeting objectives and targets, and subject-related 
professional development plans.  

• To resource the subject and advise the headteacher of likely priorities for expenditure   
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 



The Geography subject leader uses monitoring and evaluation to develop a better understanding of 
the subject, and therefore improve learning across the school. Monitoring focuses on the impact of 
actions on children’s learning and progress. Our ‘Timetable for Subject Monitoring and Evaluation’ 
sets out the annual cycle of monitoring, including the following:   

• Planning, work and assessment scrutiny  
• Lesson / Learning Walk observations  
• Sampling children’s work and discussion  

 
This policy will be reviewed every three years. 
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