
ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC FIRST SCOOL (ACADEMY), BROMSGROVE 

Art and Design Policy 

LOVE GOD AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

 

CSPP- Attentive, Discerning, Hopeful, Eloquent, Learned, Curious, Intentional 

Our Mission 
Our Mission Statement directs and animates the life of our school. We are committed to the 

development of the whole child to fulfil their fullest potential. We firmly believe that each 

child has their own learning journey throughout the school and we here at St. Peter’s are 

committed to providing an approved curriculum irrespective of disability, gender, ethnic 

origin or social background. 

Aims 
At St. Peter’s we aim to 

• develop in the children a love and appreciation of art forms and build their 
confidence in expressing themselves creatively 

• enable children of all abilities to enhance their self-esteem through success in using 
the new skills taught as well as enabling them to apply these skills in other areas of 
the curriculum 

• develop the children’s ability to observe, investigate, respond to and record through 
a variety of forms and media 

• deliver the National Curriculum and Early Years Framework in an interesting and 
imaginative way in order to provide a broad and balanced art curriculum throughout 
the year groups 

• use the work of children to provide a colourful and stimulating environment around 
the school. 
 

Early Years 
The Art and Design curriculum allows children in Early Years to experience the main areas of 

artistic study as defined in the Early Years Framework, particularly in the Expressive Arts and 

Design area of learning.  

Our teaching allows children to have the opportunities to: 

• explore what happens when they mix colours 

• understand that different media can be combined to create new effects 

• use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately 

• safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting 

with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
 

Key Stage One 
The Art and Design curriculum allows children in Key Stage One to experience the main 

areas of artistic study as defined in the National Curriculum. 

Our teaching allows children to have the opportunities to: 



• use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  

• use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination  

• develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space  

• learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making 
links to their own work.  

 

Lower Key Stage Two 
The Art and Design curriculum allows children in Key Stage Two to experience the main 

areas of artistic study as defined in the National Curriculum. 

Our teaching allows children to have the opportunities to: 

• create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit 
ideas  

• improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 
 

Equal Opportunities 
All children are provided with equal access to the Art and Design curriculum. We provide 

suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background. See our 

Equal Opportunity Policy for more details.  

 

Special Educational Needs 
We strive to meet the needs of pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, 

those with special gifts or talents and those learning English as an additional language. 

Please refer to SEN Policy for details.  

 

Teaching and Learning Styles 
Through careful planning and preparation we aim to ensure that throughout the school 

children are given opportunities to: 

• express themselves freely through a variety of media and taught techniques 

• learn and develop new skills 

• experiment and explore different techniques and media 

• work individually or in groups to share their knowledge and techniques 

• look at a wide variety of artefacts and pictures to inspire them whenever possible, 
especially in art lessons linked to the current topic 

• experience a variety of tools, techniques, media, language, line, shape, colour, 
texture and patterns. 

 

 



Planning 
The National Curriculum Programme of study and the Early Years Framework form the basis 

of all Art and Design planning. Using the objectives from the National Curriculum and the 

Early Years Framework, teachers identify the learning objectives for each unit of work, 

matching possible teaching activities with learning outcomes and ensuring essential key 

objectives are covered at least once a year. St. Peter’s Long Term Plan consists of every year 

group and the topic titles for the year.  It provides a brief statement or focus of how Art and Design 

will be taught through the topic.  However, some elements of Art and Design may have to be taught 

discreetly as they do not fit in with a topic. St. Peter’s Medium Term Plan was created during the 

curriculum review in 2019-2020 and each topic medium term plan provides information regarding 

the breadth and depth of Art and Design within it.  

 

Cross Curricular Links 
In planning cross curricular links, art will provide enriched experiences for the children. 

Many opportunities will be provided to develop: 

• creative skills 

• knowledge and understanding of the world around them 

• sense of time and space 

• awareness of the ideas, attitudes and beliefs of others within linked activities 
between art and other subjects. 

 
Work created in Art and Design will be evident in curriculum books through work planned in 
a topic based curriculum as well as in individual art focussed lessons. 
 
Art and Design also aids in the development of key skills such a writing and fine and gross 
motor skills as it develops strength, dexterity and concentration as well as an attitude to 
persevere and complete the task at hand. 
 

Differentiation  

Art and Design is taught to all pupils regardless of ability. We provide learning opportunities 

that enable all pupils to achieve to their full potential. This is done by setting tasks that 

stimulate, challenge and encourage as well as ensuring the children enjoy what they are 

learning. 

 
Environment 
Artwork is displayed both in classrooms and around school to celebrate all children’s 
achievements. See Display Policy. 
 

Assessment and Recording 
Teachers will make assessments about each individual child’s progress and will use this to 
inform future planning. The Art and Design Co-ordinator will regularly check data regarding 
progress and attainment.  
 
On completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and gives oral or written 
feedback (see Feedback and Marking Policy). 
 



Children are encouraged to evaluate their own work and make amendments as they think fit 
through the use of sketch books and practise pieces. Peer assessment is also encouraged to 
allow children to evaluate other children’s work. This is done in a sympathetic, positive and 
constructive way. 
 
Ongoing assessment is monitored by the Art coordinator to ensure a wide variety of skills 
and techniques are taught and at an increasing level relevant for the year groups. 
 

 
Reporting 
Academy Representatives are informed of Art and Design priorities through the subject 
action plan. They are also informed of progress and standards within the subject throughout 
the course of the year. This will be in the form of a written document outlining the actions 
to date, impact of actions and any next steps or future actions. 
 
Parents are informed of their child’s progress and achievement in Art and Design within the 
end of year school report. 
 
 

Resourcing 
St. Peter’s has a wide range of resources to support the teaching and learning of Art and 

Design across the school. These are mainly kept in the Art cupboard in labelled boxes, 

accessible to all adults. In each Key Stage area, there are a variety of resources to hand 

including crayons, pastels, paints, paint pots, glue and glue sticks. The stock is checked 

regularly and items that are seen to be running low are reported to Art and Design coordinator 

so they can be replaced. 

 

Health and Safety 
Children are taught to use items of protective clothing as appropriate and are encouraged to 

develop safe and tidy work practices. The use of tools and equipment are closely supervised 

by staff and sharp tools are introduced appropriately with the necessary risk assessments in 

place. 

Equipment is safely stored in the art cupboard as well as cupboards in both the Key Stage 

One and Key Stage Two areas. The equipment is easily accessible to both staff and children, 

however children are not to enter the art cupboard. 

 

Home School Links 
Parents and carers are updated on the teaching of Art and Design through individual year 
group Curriculum letters that are both sent home and available on the school website. 
Individual year groups also upload photos of artwork completed on their year group pages 
on the website to celebrate the children's work. 
 
 

 
 



Role of Coordinator 

• To develop and implement policies and practices for the subject which reflect the 
school’s commitment to high achievement, effective teaching and learning 

• To create a climate which enables other staff to develop and maintain positive 
attitudes towards Art and Design and confidence in teaching it 

• To ensure curriculum coverage, continuity and progression in the subject for all 
learners  

• To audit training needs of staff and lead professional development for staff via staff 
meetings, research, etc   

• To monitor and evaluate the teaching of the subject in the school, use this analysis 
to identify effective practice and areas for improvement, and take action to improve 
further the quality of teaching;  

• To use data effectively to identify strengths and areas of future developments   
• To ensure that newly qualified teachers are appropriately supported 
• To ensure that the headteacher, SLT and Governors are well informed about subject 

policies, plans and priorities, the success in meeting objectives and targets, and 
subject-related professional development plans. 

• To resource the subject and advise the headteacher of likely priorities for 
expenditure  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
The Art and Design subject leader is responsible for monitoring the outcomes that learners 
achieve as a result of the education they receive. It should be obvious through the children’s 
work and in discussion that they are able to do more and know more than when they started.  
 

Art and Design Curriculum Offer 

During 2019-2020 an Art and Design Offer was created by all teaching staff to ensure that 

the approach to Art and Design was understood by all.  

The offer comprises of information regarding the intent and implementation of Art and 

Design in the St. Peter’s Curriculum. 

The intent is based upon the aims that we have, considering both the breadth (coverage) 

and depth (skills) of the National Curriculum along with the focus on the understanding and 

appropriate use of subject specific key vocabulary. 

The implementation focus’ upon the way Art and Design is taught and assessed. It consists 

of any schemes or systems used to support the subject and unique decisions that have been 

made to suit the needs of the learners in our school.  Therefore, creating St. Peter’s 

curriculum.  

 

Progression of Skills 

The progression of skills document for Art and Design focus’ mainly on the depth of learning 

and was created with the aid of Gareth Webb. It enables teaching staff to fully understand 

the skills required to be taught in their specific year group.  It also provides them with 



information regarding pre-skills, so they are fully aware of what the learners prior 

experiences have been. Therefore, creating a starting point and learning to be built upon.  

For Art and Design the skills are in the following areas: - 

• Exploring and developing ideas 
• Evaluating and developing work 
• Drawing   
• Painting 
• Textiles/collage 
• 3 D Form 

 

These skills are then assessed. 
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