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Rainforest Products – about 30 million 
species of plants and animals live in 

the rainforests

Medicines

Ginger -
to treat 
nausea

Quinine –
to treat 
malaria

Foods

Bananas Coffee beans Cacoa beans

Other materials

Bamboo Rubber
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Birds, bats, 
monkeys and 

butterflies

Snakes, 
toucans and 
tree frogs

Lots of insects Gorillas, 
anteaters, 

leopards and 
tigers

Key Vocabulary

equator An imaginary circle running round the 
centre of the earth.

biodiversity The variety of plant and animal life in the world or 
in a particular habitat

greenhouse 
gases

Gases (e.g. carbon dioxide) in the Earth’s 
atmosphere that trap heat and contribute to 
climate change

deforestation The cutting down and clearing of trees over 
large areas.

climate The weather and temperature usually found 
in an area.

humid Feeling very damp due to water vapour in 
the air

species A group of similar animals or plants

habitat The specific area or place in which 
particular animals or plants may live.

indigenous 
people

The first people who lived in a region or 
area.

Amazon Rainforest facts

1. Largest tropical rainforest in the world.

2. Has a high rainfall and a very warm and humid climate.

3. Home to approximately 10% of all species found on Earth. Scientists 
estimate that there are at least 40,000 plant species, 427 mammals, 
1300 birds, 378 reptiles, more than 400 amphibians and around 3000 
freshwater fish

4. Amazon River is world’s second longest river but world’s largest 
river (in terms of the volume of water it carries). 

5. People live in small villages and towns on the edge of wooded areas 
of the rainforest and approximately, 1 million indigenous people live 
in the rainforest in tribes. They rely on the rainforest for shelter, food 
and medicine, living without causing any harm to the rainforest.
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Reasons for Deforestation

1. To clear space for farming to grow
crops (such as soya beans and palm oil)
and grazing land for beef cattle.

2. To chop down trees for wood.

3. To build roads to mine metal, gold and
diamonds.

4. To dig for oil.

5. To flood areas for make dams and
generate electricity.

Effects of Deforestation

Destruction of homes, habitats and food
sources.

Causes climate change e.g. increase in 
greenhouse gases

Reduction in biodiversity

Equator Tropic of Cancer

Tropic of Capricorn

The Amazon Rainforest spans 9 countries (Venezuela, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Guyana, French Guiana, 
Suriname and Brazil)


